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Broken Homes: A Stitdy of Family Deseetion and Its Social Treat- 
ment. By Joanna C. Colcord. New York, Russell Sage Foundation, 
1919. Pp. 208. Price, 75 cents. 

This volume in the "Social Work Series" is an excellent illustration 
of the rapid growth in the development of scientific method and its 
application to the treatment of individual cases of social maladjustment. 
The picture that is presented is not that of the older "experience" which 
depended so largely upon the individual judgment and equipment of the 
worker; nor that of a general blanket method of dealing with all wife 
deserters. We have rather the picture of a growing knowledge of the 
causes of desertion, a growing appreciation of the complexity of many 
if not of all cases, and finally of the many resources upon which the modern 
worker can rely. We are shown how, after the rather looser charity 
of an earlier day, came a period of reliance upon legislation and court 
action followed by a realization that after all court action is a matter for 
last resort to be employed only after case work methods have been tried 
and have failed. Numerous concrete illustrations make the book inter- 
esting reading and add to its instructiveness. 

American Marriage Laws in Their Social Aspects. A Digest by 
Fred S. Hall and Elizabeth W. Brooke. New York, Russell Sage 
Foundation, 1919. Pp. 132. 

Part I of this useful digest contains proposals for marriage law reform; 
Part II, marriage laws by topics; and Part III, marriage laws by states. 
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